INDIA AGAIN

General Sir J. D. P. French, Inspector-General of the
Forces, will become Chief of the Imperial Staff at the War
Office, thus allowing Sir W. Nicholson to accompany the
King.

It is also stated that Lieutenant-General Sir D. Haig,
Chief of the General Staff of the Indian Army, will leave
India to take over the Command at Aldershot.

The same journal says there is a strong belief in the
possibility of General Sir E. G. Barrow, commanding the
Southern Army in India, succeeding Sir Douglas Haig.

On the 12th of May a private wire from Mr, Haldane
reached Douglas, asking whether he would like to be con-
sidered for the Aldershot Command. To this Douglas
replied in the affirmative. No appointment could have given
him more pleasure. His chief reason against leaving England
for India was his fear that war would break out while he
was away. He looked forward to having his troops all
round him at Aldershot, and explained to me that it was
the best command in the army. There was much com-
munication between the Viceroy and the Government at
home, and it was at last decided that Douglas should remain
in India until after the Durbar. On the loth of August the
official statement by Reuter came out, in which it was stated
that General French was appointed as Chief of the Im-
perial General Staff and that Douglas was to be Com-
mander-in-Chief at Aldershot. This was three months after
Mr. Haldane's telegram.

Just about then we were terribly worried about Xandra,
who had been operated on for glands, but the reassuring
letters we received from Henrietta and the nurse prevented
us from worrying too much, especially as we knew that we
would soon be with them again. We cabled, however, for
Xandra to be taken to the east coast until our return.

The time for the Durbar at Delhi was now approaching,
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